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September 10, 2021 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 
Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

Next Meeting:  Council, September 13, 2021, 7:00 PM 

Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean reports that the Neighborhood Enhancement Program 

is moving along smoothly.  205 Thickstun is complete with all new shutters, porch light, front 

porch and a new window.  The 

homeowner is quite proud of the 

work done. 

 

 613 McCleary is coming to a 

close with a new poured patio, 

two new front doors with storm 

doors, a new window and a deck 

re-staining. Work will commence 

on the front porch at 124 

Sherwood on Saturday 

 

The MSHDA MOD grant home, 

at 505 Spruce Street, closed on 

Thursday and is now the primary 

home of a new resident to 

Dowagiac! 

 

Steve Allen, Code Enforcement Officer, reports on overall enforcement activities,                          

which includes: 46 inspections 
  

1. 2 weed and grass violations closed mowed by owners. 

2. 2 weed and grass violations mowed by contractor. 

3. 8 new weed and grass violations. 

4. 1 blight violations re-inspection, still open. 

5. 3 new blight violation. 

6. 3 blight violations closed, cleaned by home owner. 

7. 2 new abandon automobile violation. 

8. 5 abandon automobile closed, vehicles removed by owner. 

9. 2 abandon automobile violations re-inspection, still open. 

10. 3 new parking violations. 

11. 3 exterior property maintenance violations closed, resolved by home owner. 

12. 5 exterior property maintenance violations re-inspections, still open 



13. 7 zoning permits finale inspected and closed, work completed. 

 

 

Director of Public Services Chad Tyrakowski reports on projects across the city. The                    

week started with a glitch, leaving DPW short-handed due to a COVID diagnosis and related 

exposures.  Thankfully retiree Dennis Ferrier stepped-in to assist. Also, our newest hire 

started on Tuesday.  With both of their help, remaining staff did their best to keep things 

progressing. 

 

The heavy rains Tuesday evening led to 

cleaning of storm inlets, responding to 

high wet-wells for SLAUA, removal of 

another downed tree in the roadway, and 

a tree leaning into an electric line, all 

adding to regular brush pick-up.  

Extension disconnects was completed.  

Caldwell Tree Service removed the 

remainder of the large Oak/stump from 

Third Ave. 

 

One of the new pumps for the city hall 

sanitary lift-station was installed, the 

breakers were adjusted; and, Haas 

incorporated the alarm signal into the system that notifies PD and is called-out.  A water leak 

near Pizza Hut was investigated, finding a broken irrigation valve.  West Michigan 

Instrumentation and Professional Pump were in to address blower issues at the WWTP.  The 

blowers are again working based on dissolved oxygen levels as intended.   

 

EGLE requested minor revisions to the sampling plans submitted for both the city and the 

CCWS.  The quarterly landfill inspection was completed and submitted.  We are working   

with MEC on several upcoming projects and a plan for the next fiscal year. 

 

Mitch attended the SLAUA Board meeting; and, we assisted them with investigating a 

complaint of damage from a sewer back-up caused when a communications line was bored 

through a lateral, and also broken concrete around a manhole.  Reliable Generator was in to 

load-bank test and service the CCWS generator.   

 

Mitch obtained quotes from ACD to run 

fiber to Rudolphi and Clyborn water 

towers for remote read meter antennas.  

The “Old Grey” recycled crushed 

concrete base for the N. Paul sidewalk 

has been compacted, and curbs cut.   

 

All lanes on N Paul Street opened the 

yesterday for the weekend. The north 

bound lane will close on Monday when 

Northern plans to start pouring concrete.  

And, we are working with Biddergy to 

list several retired DPW vehicles. 

 



MEC relocated the guy-wires, and also relocated the street light to the ticket booth opening to 

the Alumni field.   

 

September 22 is approaching fast, get your tickets for the 4th Annual Museum Fundraiser. 
 

 
 

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


